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o ast ol ile & (L2320 p/45%020 8), Ceorcien So5.Rop
: was bordered by a railroad line on i ,oml*'r-w'f. anc by
rea on the east, . Two ihr ee»-:;‘wr“ spartmoent houses, 100
four-story factory bui l(' Cowith 2 wind cone om ils
southvestern OL e 01 ﬂ}ﬂ
2. Alont seven 3 usC Ior' j::zrach’utc training
i ¢ quartered in the factory bui
e red rmd blue stripes, otlers fitted '»’vlb:. £
parachubes «ith four carrying sirips Jookin like a scuare
vere scen, The. speed ol descent of Uhe Latter % ne narachute
er than that of e .obher prrachutes. It seemed as 17 each
as troined for jumping. with all the threec Bypes of parachute,
Do 01’ 1948 ab: ou‘L ten single<enyine pWanes wére Slau)()‘.’lf‘k at the
285t of the railroadistatica, Twin-engine aircralt taking
Jield with cargo gliders in €uw were ulso seen. ' Individual
eI tr Jumps were made {romtwin-en;ine pl'znew The airfield
marteres in tents.
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An old hangar, 25x80 meters, with a capacity of five biplanes, a
so~called F. Z O school consisting of two prefabricated buildings
20200 meters each and similar to former Cerman Reichsarbeitsdienst
(Reich Labor service) hutsy and a concrete aircralt parking site
103x200 meters: were availside at the field.

The F 2 0 schéol buildings, which had been constructed in 1945/1516,
were occupied by about 250 men from fpril to September 1949. The
stidents of the school, 16 to 17-year old apprentices, were being
given premilitary training.. According to some of the trainees s in~
stiruction ajethe school was given in two grours; one croup of sboub
100 men was pilot and parachute trainees and flight mechanics wear-
ing uniforms of variocus br&f\bhes of service, while the other group
consisted of about 150 Georgian objectors who were conseripted for

5 vears for this type of work or another type. They dressed alike, .
hael no military insignia, performed no military duties, but were under
militery command, :

A parachute training are& bordered on the northeast of the airfield.
During the summer months up to 200 paraciute jumps over this area
were made daily from biplanes., The parachutes were of different colors.

~ “hile about 25 biplanes were normally stationed at the field, this

nunber increased to 60 to 70 during the summer.. From time to time
twin-engine planes arrived from an airfield located to the northeast
and dropped three parachiitists each, who were later trucked back to
their home field.

Other P*s sai¢ that there was a8 large and modern airfield beyong a ridg:
of hills about L km to the northeast of the field. This field, which was
said to be heavily occupied, had concrete taxivays, large hangars and
other buildings., ’

én assenmbly hall alout 15%20 meters and a nasonry building, about 1550
neters, occupied by pilot students were located on the southern edge of
the field, which Lordered on a tank training area te the north.

Fifteen to 25 biplanes were stationed at the field, which allegedly was
occupied by a civilian pilot school. The LO to 50 student pilots,who

were instructed by oificers, wore uniforms and practiced take-offs and
lardings.

Yhe field, about 2,000x3,000 meters, was located aboubt 500 meters east

of the conerete plant, 200 meters north of the nitrogen plant in progress
of consiruction, and 500 meters nérth of the power plant.. Apartment

hnuses were be'ng built approximately 500 meters mnorth of the field,

A hangar about 60 meters souare, and a three-story building designated air
force barracks by the Joviets, were located on its western edye. The
barracks building was occupied by an estimated 200 to 250 uen, most of them
youny, soldiers. :

About 15 biplanes and two commereial planes were stationed at the field,
which was used mainly for the training of parachutists ané for take-offs
and lardin:s. Individual parachule Jumps .from biplanes, and group jumps
by up to ten men from four-engine aircraft which approached the field
froa the direction of Tiflis without landing at the field, were seen,
The jumps were made only in good weather fron altitudes of (00 to 1,000
meters. lost of the parachutists used double parachutes, of whichi the
smaller one was blue and opened first vihile the second largest one, which
short tire later. The parschutists Jumping from the
fron side Coors used only one parachule which opened
i soldiers Lad left the plane,
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AA run emplacements in the southern part of the field were occupied by

' Pour runs of cbout 30 mm caliber. Firing at sleeves towed by four-

eng ine aircralt was frequently practiced. .
The airfield located just.northeast of the railroad line had a small
hargar and was occupied by 10 to 20 biplanes, which were used primarily
for parachute training. Diplanes of the same type aprroaching fovem
the direction of Tbilisi (Tiflis) dropped parachutists over the field
daily. Nost of the ;arachutists were wonen 17 %o 30 years of age amd
wesring army uniforms. They were armed vith submachine guns and hand
grenades. - After landing, the parachntists, who were a~narently being
tr:ined for partisan fighting, occupied trenches “rom which they ad-
varced toward the road @nd railréad line to the south. At least 100
parachutists jumped every day from an altitude of 250 to 500 meters.

During the summer months tank units cooperating with infantry end
srtillery units held exercises near the field at least once a week.
Frem 50 to 100 aircraft of various types, mostly Jwin-engine bombers
anc' single-engine fighters used to participate in these exercises.

The airfield east of hustavi had a small hangar and two or tlree large
buildin s. Three or four biplanes which were used for the Cropping of
paractutists jumping with single and double parfichutes from an altitude
of LOO to 500 meters, were permanently stationed at the field. Air force
soldiers wearing 1light blue coliar patches, and civilians, including
wonen, who were trucked to the airfield were conbtinuslly seen at the
fidld. '

1 inmex: Location -‘.?ketch of the Rustavi rirfield.
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